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State Park System
Two types of properties inventoried as part of the State Park System

Classified
• 265 classified park units

Unclassified
• 15 unclassified park properties

Total Units and Properties in the State Park System 280



Classification & Naming

Parks are classified by the Commission in one or more of 
several classifications defined in the Public Resources Code 
Sections 5019.50 - 5019.80.

Unit classification determines the primary focus for 
management of resources and allowable uses, which 
provides the framework for preparing a general plan.

No new facility may be developed in any unit of the state 
park system unless it is compatible with the classification 
of the unit.



Classifications 

State Parks

SP 89

State Recreation 
Areas

SRA 33

Underwater 
Recreation Areas

URA 0

State Beaches

SB 62

Wayside 
Campgrounds

WC 1

State Historic Park

SHP 52

State Historical 
Monument

SHM 1

State Natural 
Reserves

SNR 16

State Cultural 
Reserves

SCR 0

State Seashore

SS 1

State Vehicular 
Recreation Area

SVRA 9

State Marine Park

SMP 1

*Classification categories are described in 
Division 5, Chapter 1, Article 1.7, Sections 
5019.50- 5019.80 of the California Public 

Resources Code.



Subclassifications
Used for portions of larger units that need special, more protective, management

• Cultural Preserve CP 22
• Natural Preserve NP 61
• State Wilderness SW 12

Total Subclassifications or “Internal” Units 95

*Classification categories are described in Division 
5, Chapter 1, Article 1.7, Sections 5019.50-
5019.80 of the California Public Resources Code.



Subclassifications 



Marine Classifications

State Marine 
Conservation Area 

SMCA 

01
State Marine Cultural 
Preservation Area 

SMCPA

02
State Marine Park 

SMP 

03
State Marine Recreational 
Management Area 

SMRMA 

04
State Marine Reserve 

SMR

05
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Classification 
Examples











Required Documents

• This document summarizes the significant resource values, unit purpose, and potential opportunities for public access and 
use.

• This evaluation of known resources guides the consideration for potential classifications and leads to the Department’s 
recommendation.

• The average size of this resource summary is 15 – 20 pages, up to 35 pages, depending on how much information is available 
and the size and complexity of the park property.

Inventory of Features (Resource Summary)

• State park boundary, sites, and features
• Regional context – nearby public lands
• Resource sensitivities and constraints (if available) 

Maps

• Identifies the Department’s recommend classification and name
• Identifies naming & classification alternatives that were considered, and justification on the selection made
• Identifies public support and/or controversy that the Director and Commission should be made aware of.

Staff report 



Thank You

Alexandra Stehl

Deputy Director Strategic Planning & 
Recreation Services Division, 

California State Parks
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